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Introduction

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather
together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the bonds
of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb
and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Prayer of the Day

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the
Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to
grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43

34 peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 3 but
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 3® You know
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of

all. 3 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: > how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. 3° We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; *° but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, *' not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. #2 He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. #* All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Give thanks to the Lorb, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.
2 Let Israel now declare,
“God’s mercy endures forever.”
4 The LoRD is my strength and my song,



and has become my salvation.
15> Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
16 The right hand of the LoRD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly
71 shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.
8 The LorDp indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the LorD.
20 “This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.”
21| give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
22The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
23 By the LORD has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
24This is the day that the LorRD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

III

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26
191f for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died. 2! For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also
come through a human being; %2 for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23 But
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to
Christ. 22 Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has
destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 2°> For he must reign until he has put all
his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

Gospel: John 20:1-18

L Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other



disciple set out and went toward the tomb.  The two were running together, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. ®> He bent down to look in and saw the linen
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. ® Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; ° for as yet they did
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. ° Then the disciples returned to
their homes.

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; 1?2 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at
the head and the other at the feet. 3 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She
said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they have laid
him.” ¥*When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did
not know that it was Jesus. 1° Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him, and | will take him away.” ¢ Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her,
“Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers
and say to them, ‘l am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.”” ¥ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and
she told them that he had said these things to her.
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Prayers of Intercession

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Kindle new life in your church. Encourage all who seek creative ways to share the good news of
Christ’s resurrection. Bless mission developers and new ministries, that their work plant seeds
that flourish. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Nourish new life in all of creation. Shower forests and grasslands, deserts, and mountains with
life-giving rains. Grant us delight in your glory that shows forth in all that grows this season.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Empower new life among the nations. As you raised Jesus from the dead, bring new hope for
peace and reconciliation in places of war and strife. Raise up leaders who are steadfast in their
commitment to justice and transformation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Bring new hope among all who are in need, especially neighbors without homes or food, and
those whose housing or food supply is at risk. Bring healing to all who are fearful, ill, or grieving.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Awaken new life in this place. Open our hearts to ways you are calling us to be at work in the
world and our community. Give us courage to boldly share your love for all people beyond our
walls. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in the promises of the resurrection, we remember with thanksgiving our beloved dead.
Sustain us with a living hope until we are reunited with them and all the saints at the heavenly
banquet. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in
the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.



Reflection

The Day, the Day

What is Easter anyway? Christians consider Easter to be the “first day.” From Easter
comes the practice of worshiping on Sunday morning. It is the first day of the
week. It is also the first day of new creation, sometimes called the “eighth day” of
the week, for on it Christ restored the image of God in the human and in so doing
also brought restoration and renewal to all of creation. The Easter season proceeds
from and celebrates this first day. In the resurrected Christ, there is time after the
end, life after death, restoration of what was broken, the brightening of what had
gone dark. In the fifty days of Easter, Christian communities around the world
strive to worship God in a way that illustrates that the body of Christ lives now in
the heavenly places and also in the gathered body in the world. Worship is where
heaven and earth meet.
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