
Brief Service of Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday in Advent – Sunday, December 19

WORDS OF WELCOME & LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

-SONG- 265 The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE
Micah 5:2-5a
 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
  who are one of the little clans of Judah,
 from you shall come forth for me
  one who is to rule in Israel,
 whose origin is from of old,
  from ancient days.

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time

  when she who is in labor has brought forth;
 then the rest of his kindred shall return
  to the people of Israel.

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
  to the ends of the earth;

 5aand he shall be the one of peace.

Psalm80:1-7

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
  stir up your strength and come to help us.

 3Restore us, O God;
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

 4O LORD God of hosts,
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?

 5You have fed them with the bread of tears;
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors,
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn.

 7Restore us, O | God of hosts;
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.



Hebrews 10:5-10
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
  but a body you have prepared for me;

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings
  you have taken no pleasure.

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then 
he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the 

second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all.

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-55
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 
42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 

your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 
44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
by the Lord.”

  46And Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord,

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
  and holy is his name.

 50His mercy is for those who fear him
  from generation to generation.

 51He has shown strength with his arm;
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
  and lifted up the lowly;



 53he has filled the hungry with good things,
  and sent the rich away empty.

 54He has helped his servant Israel,
  in remembrance of his mercy,

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

This is the gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, O Christ

The Message

-SONG- ELW 266 All Earth is Hopeful

A PRAYER FOR THE LONGEST NIGHT
Acknowledging this pandemic time, and mindful that this time is not always eagerly anticipated, or may be 
particularly difficult, for some, we pray on behalf of, and in solidarity:



All around us are the sights and sounds of Christmas, Gentle God: 
the laughter of parties, the songs of carolers, 
the shouts of children sledding down hills, the music in every store. 

But deep within us we carry our pain, 
our grief walks with us every step we take, 
loneliness is a shawl we drape over our shoulders on empty nights.
So, in this time when every night stretches into eternity, 
we come to you, bringing our gifts: 
not gold, frankincense and myrrh, 
but the grief that is the empty space 
in the closet filled with memories,
the loss that is a wound which never heals, 
the bitterness that tastes like two-day old coffee.

We have come from different backgrounds, 
from different families, 
from other faith traditions. 
But we have all lived in the far country of despair,
wandered the land of shame, 
built our lives in those neighborhoods peopled by empty dreams.
We have stood on the side of every room we have gone into, 
hoping against hope that someone would ask us to dance, 
but find the wall is our only friend.

In a season when so many people don't have enough hours in a day 
to get their lists checked off, their cards mailed, 
their presents wrapped, we have all the time in the world:
to remember the loss that has stolen the joy of the season;
to grieve over a job, a dream, a loved one we have lost;
to sit in the shadows of our homes, too weary to turn on the lights; 
to wander the streets lit by decorations on all the houses, 
but not by the Light of the world.

Our fear of the future, our remembrance of the past;
our pain which is difficult to bear and harder to release;
our emptiness which cannot be filled with platitudes;
our hands which cannot hold the ones we wish to embrace:
all make this a season of long nights.
So, be with us in our loneliness,
in our longing,
in our loss,
in our lives.
In Jesus Name, we pray. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
response: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Sharing The Peace
The Peace of Christ be always with you! And also with you



The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God
It is right to give our thanks and praise!

Blessed are you, Creator of infinite variety…. 

Using words familiar to you, let us join in the prayer that Jesus taught:

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name,
   your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God!

We share Communion from where we are

Time of reflection 
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Post-Communion Blessing

Let us pray:
We give you thanks, loving God, that we have met your son Jesus in the breaking of 
the bread. Send us from this table to tables throughout our world to love and serve in 
Jesus’ name. Amen

Blessing
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace, Christ is near.
Thanks be to God!



PRAYER LIST
We hold in prayer this day…

Pastor David,
Stuart (friend of Pastor Dave) 
Pastor Lanny and LeeAnn Knutson,
Gabriel (friend of Pastor Dave) 
Ed (spouse of member of the Friday Art Group)
Jan, Karin & Joe (friends of Irene Snell)
Signe (friend of Karen I.B.)
Sheilagh (friend of Audrey & Merv Fitz)
Florence (friend of Al & Marlene Herman)
Edgar (father of Tim Lach)
Emile (husband of artist, Freda P.)
Barb (friend of Karen I.B.)
Donald (brother of Kim Dorn)
Lawrence (brother of Al Herman)
Angie, Don (friends of Marlene Herman)
Lil (Barb I’s mom)
Doris (Jerry’s sister)
Art, and Beth (friends of Sandra and John)
Papa, Nana, and Leah (close friends of Jennifer Rz)
Andrew and Cindy (Jennifer’s father and his partner)
Irene (Cathy’s friend)
Health care workers tending to the sick in this pandemic time

In our congregation:

Audrey F.
Matthew H. Jennifer R.
Linda H. Christa M.
Roy N., Barb M.
Jerry B. Alma R.
John F. Doreen Kletke
Patty C. & family Kara T-R
Shirley A. Darlene W
Dorothy B.
Anastasia M.
Don K.
Ilona O.
Jenifer S.
Lori Ebbling Treon


